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Date: Tuesday 21st February 2017

Dear Councillor

Council

You are requested to attend the meeting of the Council to be held in Council 
Chamber - Rochdale Town Hall on Wednesday 1st March 2017 commencing at 
6.15 pm.

The agenda and supporting papers are attached. 

If you require advice on any agenda item involving a possible Declaration of 
Interest which could affect your right to speak and/or vote, please refer to the 
Code of Conduct or contact the Monitoring Officer or staff in the Governance and 
Committee Services Team at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. 

Yours Faithfully

David Wilcock
Assistant Director (Legal, Governance & Workforce)



Rochdale Borough Council

COUNCIL

Wednesday 1st March 2017 at 6.15 pm

Council Chamber - Rochdale Town Hall

A G E N D A

Apologies for Absence

1.  Mayor's Announcements 

2.  Declarations of Interest 6 - 8

Members are requested to indicate at this stage any items on 
the agenda in which they intend to declare an interest.  
Members are reminded that, in accordance with the Localism 
Act 2011 and the Council's adopted Code of Conduct, they 
must declare the nature of any personal or discloseable 
pecuniary interest required of them and, in the case of any 
discloseable pecuniary interest, withdraw from the meeting 
during consideration of the item, unless permitted otherwise 
within the Code of Conduct.

3.  Minutes 9 - 13

To authorise the signing of the minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on 14th December 2016.

4.  Public Questions and Petitions 

To receive petitions and questions from members of the public, 
where these have been received in accordance with the 
Petitions Scheme and/or Council Procedure Rules.

5.  Notices of Motion 

To consider Motions submitted in accordance with Council 
Procedure Rule 11.

(a)  Greater Manchester Spatial Strategy

To be moved by Councillor  Howard and seconded by Councillor 
Holly

That this Council takes on board the concerns of local 
communities regarding the draft Greater Manchester Spatial 
Framework and the identification of greenbelt land across the 
Borough for future development.   This Council further requests 
that the Leader of the Council gives his commitment to protecting 
greenbelt land and raises the Council’s concerns with the Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority as a priority.



(b)   National Funding Formula for Schools

To be moved by Councillor Martin and seconded by Councillor 
Heakin

This council condemns the new National Funding Formula for 
schools and the real term reduction including the impact of 
inflation which will mean the borough's secondary schools will 
lose over £7M. This is in addition to the £400,000 of additional 
costs schools across the North West  have had to meet which 
have been unfunded by the Government. Our primary schools will 
lose over £8M when the new scheme is introduced over the 
period to 2019/20. 

We call on the Secretary of State for Education to scrap the plans 
which will have a devastating impact on our schools and 
children's education.

It will mean fewer teachers, fewer teaching assistants, fewer 
GCSE options and fewer chances for our children to experience 
extra-curricular activities so vital for a well-rounded education.

Rochdale's schools have done a fantastic job in recent years in 
driving up standards and improving examination results. This will 
be put at risk by these unfair and unacceptable cuts in 
government funding to our schools.

Rochdale Council supports the campaign by Rochdale's head 
teachers against these damaging government cuts and requests 
the Chief Executive to write to the Prime Minister and Secretary 
of State for Education expressing our grave concerns at the 
impact the new National Funding Formula will have on our 
schools; and demanding the plans be scrapped.

(c)   Domestic Abuse Evidence Letters - Scrap the Fee

To be moved by Councillor Emsley and seconded by Councillor 
Zaheer

This Council notes: 

That domestic violence and abuse are criminal acts which are 
always unacceptable. 

That domestic abuse comes in many forms, including: coercive 
behaviour, psychological harm, financial control, and physical and 
sexual violence.

That everyone has a duty to put a stop to domestic abuse and 
violence. 

That tackling domestic violence and abuse is a key priority for 
Rochdale Council, and that we will not tolerate it in our borough. 



That domestic violence in Rochdale has a huge social and 
economic cost: the 5832 incidents recorded in Rochdale in 2014 
resulted in a cost of approximately £5.9 million.

That local statistics show that domestic abuse incidents in the 
Borough where children are involved have increased by 20% 
between 2011/12 and 2014/15.

That national statistics have not changed for decades. Two 
women are killed every week by a current or former partner. Over 
one in four women and one in six men will experience domestic 
abuse in their lifetime.

That Legal Aid is one lifeline for women in Rochdale fleeing 
domestic abuse. It helps them to protect themselves and their 
children, and to provide some financial security. 

That due to Government changes to the Legal Aid system, 
women must now provide an approved piece of evidence to prove 
they have been subject to abuse. 

That a key, recognised form of evidence is a letter from a GP, but 
that many GPs in Rochdale charge a fee (in some cases as much 
as £75) to produce that letter.
 
This Council believes: 

That no GP should charge domestic abuse victims for a letter 
needed to access legal aid. 
 
This Council resolves: 

To support the Scrap the Fee campaign, which was first 
established by Tom Watson MP and which has since been 
adopted by Manchester City Council. 

To demand that the Government scrap this unfair charge, by 
bringing the service back under the NHS contract. 

To use its relationship with GPs (which has been consolidated 
through Health and Social Care Devolution) to bring about a 
‘Rochdale GPs’ Pledge’: not to charge for legal aid evidence 
letters in cases of domestic abuse. 

To work with the Mayor of Greater Manchester to further highlight 
this campaign across other Greater Manchester local authorities.  



6.  Council Tax Discount for Foster Carers and Care Leavers 14 - 29

7.  Revenue Budget 2017/18 - 2019/20 - Local Government Act 
2003 Requirements 

30 - 54

8.  Budget Report 2017/18 55 - 207

9.  Options for Appointment of External Auditor 208 - 215

10.  Appointment of Local Returning Officer for GMCA Mayoral 
Election 

216 - 217


